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In an interview broadcast Sept. 19 by YSU radio in San Salvador, Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) commander Ana Guadalupe Martinez said that because of the peace talk
stalemate, "the war will continue and possibly escalate." She added, "Since there are no cease-fire
accords, the war will continue, and the government and the army are quite aware of this." Next,
Martinez said that as long as no real progress occurs to end the conflict, "the civil war...will continue
and large-scale military actions by the guerrillas are possible." At a Sept. 20 press conference at
UN headquarters in New York, FMLN commander Shafik Handal said the Front did not require
dissolution of the army as a fundamental condition for a cease-fire. He added, however, that
dismantlement of the armed forces was essential to demilitarizing Salvadoran society. Handal
noted that Costa Rica the only Central American nation without an army was also the only Central
American country which had escaped social and political chaos throughout the past decade. In a
Sept. 20 broadcast by Radio Venceremos, the FMLN reiterated its intention to continue fighting as a
long as "profound social injustice continues." The rebel communique said stepped-up fighting was
likely in the near future. (Basic data from AFP, 09/19/90, 09/20/90; Notimex, 09/20/90)
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